
The Role of Ethnic Vocal Education in Cross-cultural Communication 

Qihe Zhang 
Binzhou Polytechnic, Binzhou, Shandong Province, 256600, China 

Keywords: Ethnic vocal education; Cross cultural; Traditional culture; Globalization  

Abstract: With the gradual advancement of globalization, cultural exchanges have become more 
frequent among countries. This interaction not only promotes deep understanding between each 
other, but also plays a positive role in promoting global peace and development. However, this 
cross-cultural communication also faces numerous challenges, including issues such as cultural 
differences and language barriers. As a unique art form, ethnic vocal education contains profound 
cultural connotations and historical information. It focuses on the traditional vocal music of various 
ethnic groups as its core content, emphasizing the inheritance and promotion of excellent traditional 
cultures of various ethnic groups, while also emphasizing the cultivation of students' national 
emotions and cultural identity. The main objective of this article is to explore the role of ethnic 
vocal education in cross-cultural communication, and through in-depth research on its 
characteristics and applications, understand how it promotes cultural diversity and cultivates 
cross-cultural understanding abilities. 

1. Introduction 
In the era of globalization, cross-cultural communication has become an inevitable trend. 

Cultural exchanges between different countries and ethnic groups are increasingly frequent, which 
is of great significance for enhancing mutual understanding and promoting world peace and 
development [1]. However, due to cultural differences and language barriers, cross-cultural 
communication is also facing many challenges. Therefore, how to effectively carry out 
cross-cultural communication has become an urgent problem for the international community. 

As an artistic form with unique charm, ethnic vocal education has the ability to cross language 
and cultural boundaries, so it plays an important role in cross-cultural communication [2]. This 
paper aims to explore the role of ethnic vocal education in cross-cultural communication and 
analyze its importance. By studying the characteristics of ethnic vocal education and its application 
in cross-cultural communication, we can better understand its contribution to promoting cultural 
diversity and cultivating cross-cultural understanding ability. 

As a unique art form, ethnic vocal education carries rich cultural connotations and historical 
information [3]. By discussing the role of ethnic vocal education in cross-cultural communication, 
this paper is helpful to improve the theoretical system in related fields and provide new perspectives 
and ideas for cross-cultural communication research. By emphasizing the importance of ethnic 
vocal education in cross-cultural communication, it will help to enhance the international 
community's understanding and respect for different cultures and promote world peace and 
development [4]. Bringing ethnic vocal education into the education system will help to cultivate 
students' cross-cultural understanding ability and aesthetic quality, and improve their 
comprehensive quality and international competitiveness. 

2. Overview of ethnic vocal education 
2.1. The definition of ethnic vocal education 

Ethnic vocal education is an educational form that focuses on ethnic vocal music as the main 
teaching content. Through systematic teaching methods and practical activities, students can master 
the singing techniques, performance styles, and cultural connotations of ethnic vocal music, and 
cultivate music talents with national sentiments and international perspectives. It aims to inherit and 
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promote the excellent traditional culture of various ethnic groups, enhance students' cultural 
confidence and national pride, and also focus on cultivating students' innovative thinking and 
practical abilities to meet the needs of diversified cultural development. 

2.2. The characteristics of ethnic vocal education 
Ethnic vocal education has distinct ethnic characteristics, with traditional vocal music of various 

ethnic groups as the main teaching content, emphasizing the inheritance and promotion of excellent 
traditional culture of various ethnic groups, and emphasizing students' national sentiment and 
cultural identity [5]. Ethnic vocal education emphasizes practical teaching, and through a large 
number of singing and performance activities, students can master the singing skills and 
performance styles of ethnic vocal music, cultivate their practical abilities and innovative thinking. 
Table 1 lists the role of ethnic vocal education in cross-cultural communication. [6] 

Table 1 The role of ethnic vocal education in cross-cultural communication 

Function aspect Explain 

Bridge action 

As a bridge of communication between different 
cultures, ethnic vocal education transcends language 
and cultural boundaries through music and enhances 
understanding and respect for other cultures. 

Promote cultural 
diversity 

Ethnic vocal education promotes the development 
of cultural diversity and the diversity and richness of 
human society by protecting and inheriting the 
traditional vocal music of all ethnic groups. 

Cultivate cross-cultural 
understanding ability 

Ethnic vocal education can cultivate the ability of 
cross-cultural understanding and improve the effect 
and quality of cross-cultural communication by 
learning and understanding the musical traditions and 
cultural connotations of other nationalities. 

Ethnic vocal education has diverse characteristics, including not only traditional vocal music of 
various ethnic groups, but also various music forms such as modern creative songs and popular 
music, to meet the music needs and interests of different students. Ethnic vocal education has an 
open characteristic, which emphasizes communication and cooperation with international music 
education, and absorbs and draws on advanced international music education concepts and methods. 

2.3. The history and development of ethnic vocal education 
Ethnic vocal education has a long history and broad development space. In ancient times, various 

ethnic groups had traditional forms of vocal education, which were widely spread among the people 
and became an important component of their cultures. With the development and progress of 
society, ethnic vocal education is gradually moving towards a professional and systematic 
development path. In modern times, various ethnic countries and regions have established 
professional music colleges and schools, offering ethnic vocal majors to cultivate professional 
ethnic vocal talents. At the same time, the international music education community has also begun 
to pay attention to and study ethnic vocal education, promoting its exchange and cooperation with 
international music education. 

3. The importance of cross-cultural communication 
3.1. Promoting cultural understanding and respect 

The primary task of cross-cultural communication is to enhance understanding and respect for 
different cultures. Every culture has its unique values, beliefs, art, technology, and social 
organization. These cultural differences make people view the world in completely different ways. 
Table 2 illustrates the performance of ethnic vocal education and cultural identity. 

361



Table 2 Ethnic vocal education and cultural identity 

Education aspect Explain 

Enhance cultural 
identity 

By studying and singing the national vocal music 
works, we can enhance our sense of identity and 
belonging to the national culture and better display our 
own cultural characteristics. 

Inherit national culture 

As an important way to inherit national culture, ethnic 
vocal education protects and inherits national cultural 
traditions by teaching traditional vocal music skills and 
singing methods. 

Cultivate national 
feelings 

Ethnic vocal education can cultivate students' national 
feelings and national pride and carry forward the national 
spirit by singing vocal music works with national 
characteristics. 

Through cross-cultural communication, one can gain a deeper understanding of the thinking and 
behavioral patterns of other cultures, thereby eliminating misunderstandings and biases, and 
enhancing respect and identification with other cultures. This understanding and respect are the 
foundation for building a harmonious world, which helps to reduce cultural conflicts and 
contradictions. [7] 

3.2. Promoting economic cooperation and development 
Cross cultural exchange plays a significant role in promoting economic cooperation and 

development [8]. In today's globalized world, international trade and investment activities are 
becoming increasingly frequent, and businesses and individuals from different cultural backgrounds 
need to work together to achieve mutual benefit and win-win outcomes. Through cross-cultural 
communication, one can gain a deeper understanding of the business environment, laws and 
regulations, and cooperation methods of other countries, thereby formulating more effective 
business strategies. In addition, cross-cultural communication also helps to cultivate talents with 
international perspectives and cross-cultural communication skills, providing strong support for 
economic globalization. 

3.3. Enhancing international friendship and cooperation 
Cross cultural exchange helps to enhance international friendship and cooperation. Through 

cultural exchange activities such as art exhibitions, music festivals, sports events, etc., people from 
different countries can understand and appreciate each other, thereby enhancing friendship and 
mutual trust. This kind of friendship and mutual trust is the foundation of international cooperation 
and helps to jointly address global challenges. By strengthening cross-cultural communication, a 
closer international social network can be built. 

3.4. Promoting knowledge innovation and dissemination 
Cross cultural communication is of great significance for knowledge innovation and 

dissemination. The collision and integration of academic ideas and technological achievements 
from different cultural backgrounds contribute to the generation of new academic ideas and 
technological achievements. This kind of knowledge innovation is an important driving force for 
the progress of human society. Meanwhile, through cross-cultural communication, we can more 
widely disseminate academic achievements and technological progress from various countries, 
promote knowledge sharing and technological progress on a global scale. 

3.5. Cultivate global citizenship awareness 
Cross cultural communication helps to cultivate global citizenship. Global citizenship refers to 

people recognizing their responsibility as members of the global community to participate in global 
affairs and safeguard global interests. Through cross-cultural communication, we can gain a deeper 
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understanding of global issues such as climate change, poverty, public health, etc., thereby inspiring 
enthusiasm and a sense of responsibility to participate in global affairs. This global civic 
consciousness is an important force in promoting global governance and improving the global 
environment. 

4. The role of ethnic vocal education in cross-cultural communication 
4.1. Ethnic vocal education and cultural identity 

Ethnic vocal education is an important way of cultural identity. Each ethnic group has its own 
unique vocal tradition, which reflects its history, culture, and social life. By learning and singing 
vocal works of their own ethnic group, people can gain a deeper understanding of their cultural 
traditions, enhance their sense of identity and belonging to their ethnic culture. 

4.2. The bridging role of ethnic vocal education in cross-cultural communication 
Ethnic vocal education plays a bridging role in cross-cultural communication. Due to cultural 

differences and language barriers, communication between different cultures often faces many 
difficulties. As an art form that transcends language and cultural boundaries, music has a unique 
communicative function. Through ethnic vocal education, one can learn and sing vocal works of 
other ethnic groups, understand the musical traditions and artistic characteristics of other cultures, 
and thereby enhance understanding and respect for other cultures. This understanding and respect 
helps to eliminate cultural misunderstandings and biases, and promotes communication and 
integration between different cultures. 

4.3. The role of ethnic vocal education in promoting cultural diversity 
Ethnic vocal education is of great significance in promoting cultural diversity. Each ethnic group 

has its unique vocal traditions and singing methods, which reflect the cultural characteristics and 
historical inheritance of that ethnic group. By protecting and inheriting the traditional vocal music 
of various ethnic groups, it can promote the development of cultural diversity and enhance the 
diversity and richness of human society. 

4.4. The role of ethnic vocal education in cultivating cross-cultural understanding abilities 
Ethnic vocal education plays an important role in cultivating cross-cultural understanding 

abilities. Cross cultural understanding ability refers to the ability of people to effectively 
communicate and understand in different cultural backgrounds. Through ethnic vocal education, 
one can learn and understand the music traditions, singing styles, and cultural connotations of other 
ethnic groups. At the same time, by learning and singing vocal works from other ethnic groups, one 
can cultivate their cross-cultural adaptability and innovation ability, and prepare for future 
cross-cultural exchanges. 

5. Conclusions 
As a unique and charming art form, ethnic vocal education has the ability to transcend language 

and cultural boundaries. It focuses on the traditional vocal music of various ethnic groups as its 
main teaching content, emphasizing the inheritance and promotion of their excellent traditional 
culture. This article conducts in-depth research on the characteristics of ethnic vocal education and 
its application in cross-cultural communication, in order to better understand its contribution to 
promoting cultural diversity and cultivating cross-cultural understanding abilities. Ethnic vocal 
education is not only related to music and art, but also to the inheritance, understanding, and respect 
of culture. Behind each ethnic vocal music lies a profound historical and cultural heritage, reflecting 
the values, beliefs, and way of life of the nation. Therefore, through ethnic vocal education, we can 
gain a deeper understanding and appreciation of other cultures, thereby cultivating respect and 
identification with them. Ethnic vocal education, as an indispensable part of cross-cultural 
communication, not only helps to enhance a sense of identity and belonging to one's own ethnic 

363



culture, but also promotes communication and integration between different cultures. By exploring 
the role of ethnic vocal education in cross-cultural communication, this article helps to improve the 
theoretical system in related fields and provides new perspectives and ideas for cross-cultural 
communication research. 

References 
[1] Filippi D V. Music and the Identity Process: The National Churches of Rome and their 
Networks in the Early Modern Period M. Berti E. Corswarem. [J]. Music & Letters, 2022(2):2. 
[2] Meng Y. Study on the Communication of China National Vocal Music Art from the Perspective 
of "the belt and road initiative" [J]. Artist, 2023(5):130-132. 
[3] Zhu M. Explore the path of inheriting and developing national traditional vocal music culture in 
colleges and universities [J]. Art Evaluation, 2023(2):134-138. 
[4] Xu C. Exploration of ethnic vocal education from a multicultural perspective [J]. Art and 
Technology, 2019, 32(15):1. 
[5] Li X. Inheritance, innovation and development of national vocal music art under the 
multicultural background [J]. Northern Music, 2017, 37(3):1. 
[6] Chen G, Wu G. Thinking and exploration of cross-border phenomenon of national vocal music 
[J]. Guizhou Ethnic Studies, 2021, 042(005):126-130. 
[7] Fan F. Exploring the diversified development of China's national vocal music from 
"cross-border singing" [J]. Northern Music, 2019, 39(16):2. 
[8] Zhang D. The dilemma and outlet of ethnic vocal education in colleges and universities from the 
perspective of cultural comparison between China and the West [J]. Heilongjiang Higher Education 
Research, 2018(8):5.  

364


	1. Introduction
	2. Overview of ethnic vocal education
	2.1. The definition of ethnic vocal education
	2.2. The characteristics of ethnic vocal education
	2.3. The history and development of ethnic vocal education
	3. The importance of cross-cultural communication
	3.1. Promoting cultural understanding and respect
	3.2. Promoting economic cooperation and development
	3.3. Enhancing international friendship and cooperation
	3.4. Promoting knowledge innovation and dissemination
	3.5. Cultivate global citizenship awareness
	4. The role of ethnic vocal education in cross-cultural communication
	4.1. Ethnic vocal education and cultural identity
	4.2. The bridging role of ethnic vocal education in cross-cultural communication
	4.3. The role of ethnic vocal education in promoting cultural diversity
	4.4. The role of ethnic vocal education in cultivating cross-cultural understanding abilities
	5. Conclusions
	References



